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From:

 
 

Subject: FW: 2015-596-ES Military Family Housing Neighborhoods at MCBH
Attachments: 15-596-ES.pdf

fysa 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From:   

 
 

 
Subject: 2015‐596‐ES Military Family Housing Neighborhoods at MCBH 
 
Dear Dr. Chun: 
 
  
 
This email transmits the attached letter, hard copy to follow by postal mail. 
 
  
 
Date:                     19 Oct 2015 
 
  
 
DocID:                   2015‐596‐ES 
 
  
 
Site:                       Military Family Housing Neighborhoods at Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
 
  
 
Subject:               HDOH response to your 9/20/2015 letter, "RE: Health Issues for Military Families at Kaneohe Marine 
Base" 
 
  
 
‐‐  
 

, Remedial Project Manager  
 
| SDAR Section | HEER Office | Hawaii Department of Health  
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DAVIDY.IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAI"I 


Dr. Walter Chun 


1 045 Lolena Place 


Honolulu, Hawai'i 96817 


STATE OF HAWAI'I 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


P.O. Box 3378 
HONOLULU, HAWAI'I96801-3378 


October 19, 2015 


Facility/Sites: Military Family Housing Neighborhoods at Marine Corps Base Hawai'i 


VIRGINIA PRESSLER, M.D. 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 


In reply. please refer to: 


File: EHAIHEER Office 


201 5-596-ES 


Subject: HDOH response to your 9/20/2015 letter, "RE: Health Issues for Military Families 


at Kaneohe Marine Base" 


Dear Dr. Chun: 


This letter responds to your 9/20/2015 letter to us, which responded to our 9/15/2015 letter 


to you, which responded to your 8/20/2015 complaint regarding military family housing 


neighborhoods at Marine Corps Base Hawai'i (MCBH). 


You have repeatedly assertedthat pesticide-impacted soils (PI soils) were improperly managed 


by Ohana Military Communities (OMC) during construction of OMC'sMCBH neighborhoods, that 


residents in these neighborhoods have consequently been exposed to high levels of residual 


pesticides, and that this exposure has harmed these residents' health.As we have previously 


stated, to date we have no evidence to suggestthat OMC improperly managed any PI soils 


during construction activities,or that residual pesticides are present in surface soils at harmful 


levels anywhere in these neighborhoods. What evidence we do have, in the form of site closure 


reports prepared by OMC, suggests that OMC implemented PI soil management practices that 


were consistent with their PI soil management plan. However, since OMC did not conduct post­


construction surface soil sampling, we cannot confirm the actual condition of surface soils ill 


these neighborhoods. 


As you know, we have recently recommended to OMC that they conduct sampling to determine 


the condition of surface soils in MCBH neighborhoods, so that discussion and decision-making 


regarding these concerns may be based on actual data rather than perceptions or assertions. 


We look forward to working with OMC in developing and implementing a well-designed 


sampling program to obtain reliable data on this topic. 







Dr. Walter Chun 


October 19, 2015 
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Finally, we must again address your claims that HDOH's environmental action levels for 


organochlorine pesticides are inadequate, were improperly developed, and are not protective 


of human health and the environment. These claims are incorrect and ill-informed. Please 


review our 3/28/2014 response in which we responded in detail to your toxicological and risk 


assessment related concerns. 


Should you have further questions about pesticide-impacted soils issues at Hawai'i military 


family housing neighborhoods, please contact Eric Sadoyama of HDOH's HEER Office at 


eric.sadoyama@doh.hawaii.gov or (808) 5 86-09 55. 


Sincerely, 


, Acting Program Manager 


Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office 
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